
 

 

  

Sauncey Wood Primary Newsletter 
Friday, 4th October 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We are now over half way through the half term and 

heading towards the colder months.  Yet still things heat 

up on the learning front! 

It has been great to visit all of the classrooms and see the 

children so engaged in their learning.  From the core 

subjects of Maths and English through to the learning in 

History and Geography.  The children here have such 

thirst for learning and listening to them talk about the 

experiences they have is just amazing; they are able to 

articulate all of the learning.  I know it can sometimes be 

harder to get this from them at home but please do 

persist.  It would be great for you all to hear about some 

of their experiences from them, and not just me! 

Some good news from the brilliant work that both you, 

our parents, and children have achieved as a result of 

your effort to ensure that children are safer and more 

active when coming to school.  

On Thursday of this week we were joined by David 

Williams and Lindsay Day from Herts County Council 

who presented Sauncey Wood Primary with a nationally 

recognised award of the Bronze Level from the National 

School Travel Awards.  Your support in reducing traffic 

and congestion around the school is welcomed and the 

more work we do around this, the safer we can make it 

for our children. I believe that we are the first school in 

Harpenden to achieve this award!!! Another first for 

Sauncey Wood Primary! 

Thank you again for all your support; it really makes a 

difference to what we do here. 

Mr Lloyd 

 

School News 

School Sports 

As ever, we are immensely proud of our girls football 

team and the way they have approached a very busy 

schedule.  Last week saw them play 3 games here which 

included the results of drawing with Beech Hyde, losing 

2-0 to The Lea School and drawing with Roundwood 

Primary School. The levels of improvements from our 

girl’s football team is truly amazing and we have            

Mr Holmes and Mr Parkin to thank for that!  

This week we played a two further games against 

Crabtree, Kimpton and St Dominic’s.  The girls lost 1-0 to 

Crabtree, drew 0-0 with Kimpton and then sadly lost to 

St Dominic’s 1-0.  The spirit and attitude our girls play 

with is unbelievable.  They show what our values are all 

about and do us proud every time.  Losing by such fine 

margins on two occasions is hard to take, but I know that 

they will pick themselves up and work just as hard again.  

Victory is just around the corner! 

Well done girls we are immensely proud of all of you. 

MacMillan Coffee Afternoon 

Just to let you know we raised just over £88 for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.  As ever, it was, and is, a 

privilege to raise money for such a great cause, and 

thank you to all those that came to support the 

afternoon. 

 

 
Upcoming Dates 

Mon, 7th Oct Last Day for Book Fair before 
and after school 

Tues, 8th Oct Year 5 Sharing Assembly  
9.00 a.m. 

Tues, 8th Oct Year 4 Trip to Paradise Park 

Wed, 9th Oct Curriculum Afternoon  
4.00 -  5.00 p.m. 

Wed, 9th Oct Mobile Farm Visit for Reception 
Class and Year 1 

Fri, 11th Oct FoSW - School Disco 

Tues, 15th Oct Parent Consultations  

Wed, 16th Oct Parent Consultations 

Wed, 16th Oct Fluenz Nasal Spray Session  
Year R - 6 (School Nurse) 

  

  

Letters gone out this fortnight:- 

23.09.2019 - MacMillan Coffee Afternoon 

25.09.2019 - Gourmet Burger Day 

26.09.2019 -Parent Governor Vacancy 

26.09.2019 - Curriculum Workshop 2019 

03.10.2019 – School Disco on behalf of FoSW 

03.10.2019 – Parent Consultations 



 

 

FRIEND’S NEWS 

Friends of Sauncey Wood – Chair Report 2018-19 - only extracts below.  The full report will be available after the AGM 

The Friends of Sauncey Wood has had a challenging but extremely rewarding year.   

We tried a new concept which was to open up responsibility of events to year groups with 10% of the profits going directly 

to that class. We will look at this again (possibly with some tweaks) for the year ahead. 

With brand new co-chairs and some new members of the committee it was a huge learning curve, we tried some new 

activities that paid off and hopefully learned what worked well and what to avoid going forward. 

Once again, we had continuity in Ammon Piepgrass, who stayed with us as Treasurer and kept us on track with answers to 

our questions. Rebecca Tolson who came out of FoSW retirement to bring her natural creative flair and personality to all of 

the events, Susie Rutherford and Matt Burdock stayed on and also supported us and also helped organise two of the 

discos as well as being on hand whenever needed and finally, Hirut Rock.  Hirut kept the non-event revenue streams going 

with the Christmas cards and Tea Towels and whose experience has been invaluable. 

On top of some of the bigger projects this fundraising meant we could still fund swimming lessons, school trips, provide 

water bottles for children starting in Reception, 10 x scooters for Wheelie Wednesdays and also much needed computers 

for the school. 

A big thank you to all the committee for their hard work throughout the year. 

And to all the other parents and carers who have helped out in numerous ways over the year, most notably helping at 

events on the day. 

And of course, thank you to the school – Mr Lloyd and Miss Harkness for their support throughout the year, we really could 

not have done any of this without you. 

I want to thank the new committee for stepping up and ensuring the Friends will continue.  I really believe that the Friends 

does an important job creating a community for parents at the school and raising much needed funds. 

Joy Wickham and Katie Clark 

Co - Chairs 

 

Governor Corner 

Early this term, the full Governing Board met at school for our annual Governor Day, to review our work from last 
year and agree our plans for the year ahead.  The day helps us to plan how we will undertake our three core 
functions (having a clear vision, ethos and strategic direction, ensuring the educational performance of the 
school, and making sure the budget is well spent), in a way that best supports the School Development 
Plan.   This year on Governor Day we: 

 Heard from Mr Lloyd about the new Ofsted framework and how Sauncey Wood will be meeting the new 
requirements through an engaging and exciting curriculum. 

 Discussed long-term strategy, leading to an agreement to complete further training around the broader 
educational landscape.  This will be followed by consideration of how our school will be able to deliver 
the best education to its pupils in the future.  

 Had a session on how the school could improve its marketing to attract more pupils. 
 Enjoyed lunch with the children, and spent time with them in the playground and in lessons. 
 Reviewed last year’s Governing Board performance and produced an Impact Statement (which is 

available on the school website). 
 Agreed how we will measure our performance this year based on the development priorities of the 

school, and agreed which governors would link to specific areas of the school. 
 Had coffee with parents and carers, whilst raising money for The Children’s Trust. 

It was a busy and enjoyable day, enabling us to hit the ground running in supporting our fabulous school. 

 


