
 

 

  

Sauncey Wood Primary Newsletter 
Friday, 23rd October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

“8 weeks” well what a Half Term that was!  It has been 

an absolute pleasure having the children of Sauncey 

Wood back at school.  The smiles, the enjoyment, the 

learning; it has been such a great return for all. 

I wanted to say a huge well done and thank you to the 

children of our school for the way they have got back in 

to the good learning habits that they are used to and 

doing it so quickly.  The pandemic certainly has changed 

things around the school grounds but the way that every 

single one of our children has settled back in to school, 

just shows how wonderful, brave and brilliant they all 

are. 

Teachers and support staff too!  Seeing our team back to 

their best and doing what they love, gives me the 

confidence that every child here is being taught an 

engaging and enjoyable curriculum whilst being cared for 

and supported by each one of our brilliant staff 

members. THANK YOU! 

Finally, I want to say thank you to you, our parent 

community.  It has been lovely to see you back at school, 

being able to talk to each of you and hear your stories.     

I fully understand and appreciate that this has not been 

easy for you either.  I hope that we have managed to be 

able to give you back a little bit of normality and security, 

knowing that your children are safe, supported, 

challenged and fully engaged in their learning. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend and a restful, safe Half 

Term. 

Mr Lloyd 

 

School News 

Year 6 Key Information - Secondary school 
applications must be submitted by 31st October 
2020. 
 
School Photographs (individual) - Braiswick will be 
taking individual photographs on Monday, 2nd 
November 2020.  This is the first day back after Half 
Term.  Sadly, because of the bubbles we have in 
school we will not be doing sibling photographs this 
year. 
 
School Lunches - We have been using Cypad Meal 
Selection this Half Term and it seems to be going 
very well.  If you have any feedback you think would 
be useful, please email 
admin@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk.   
 
We are aware that some children are getting 
upset/disappointed when they get to the serving 
counter about the choice of food that has been 
chosen for them from home - if possible please 
choose with your child at home so they know what 
they will be having.   
 
A new Menu is attached.  This menu will start after 
Half Term (Week 1) 2nd November 2020. 
 
Mobile Phones - If your child (Y5 or Y6 only) brings a 
mobile phone to school please do remind them that 
they should come on to the school site with them 
switched off. 
 
Parent Consultations - We do hope that you found 
the remote system OK and that it worked well.  I am 
aware of a few minor teething issues but I am 
delighted that so many of our parents tried to make 
contact with us remotely to learn about their child’s 
return to school and their progress so far.  In total, 
we had a take-up of over 75%. 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES 

02.11.2020 School Photographs 

13.11.2020 Celebration Assembly via Zoom 

13.11.2020 Children in Need 

20.11.2020 Celebration Assembly via Zoom 

25.11.2020 No Pens Day 

27.11.2020 Celebration Assembly via Zoom 

 

Letters gone out this fortnight:  

09.10.20 - ROBLOX information letter and                       

online safety guidelines 

14.10.20 - Virtual Parents’ Consultations               

(Tuesday, 20th Oct and Wednesday, 21st Oct 2020) 

16.10.20 - Life in Ancient Greece Day (Year 5) 

19.10.20  - Violin Letter and Fact Sheet (Year 3) 
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FRIEND’S NEWS 

Hi Everyone, 
  
Yet again time has flown and we’re already one, half term down in what is our new normal.  Although we do 
have an exciting end, with a Halloween themed last day with stalls available in both playgrounds and then a 
Halloween Trail around Batford through half term - please see Classlist and FB for additional details. 
  
As always, funds raised from this go to our school and will provide additional revenue for things such as; 
swimming lessons (when Covid allows), school trips, computers and also much needed equipment.  At the 
moment we are in the process of getting our planters, that were funded by FOSW just before lock down, ready 
to start growing fruit and veg that the school will then use in the new kitchen that the school are currently 
putting together - this will be a kitchen for the children to experiment and learn with food!  You may already 
have seen our pleas for winter-hardy seeds to start planting now so the kids can enjoy a crop all year round.  A 
special thanks to Sam Haworth and Ali Collins for starting the back-breaking work of filling the planters with 
soil!  
 
Our next committee meeting is on 10th November at 8pm and will be on Zoom - all details will be on Social and 
Classlist.  The agenda will be to brainstorm on Christmas Events, see what the new normal will allow for.                  
So please do come and join, we’d love to hear everyone’s ideas.  
 
I think that’s it for now, have a safe half term! 
 
FOSW (Katie, Sam and Bex)  
 

 

Governor Corner 

It has certainly been a busy couple of weeks!  Last Friday we held our first Virtual Governors’ Day - three video 
conference sessions throughout the day allowed us to hold our first formal Full Governing Body meeting of the year, 
receive and discuss a detailed school update (both how the school is operating under Covid-19 rules, and other items 
such as the budget, the School Development Plan, Marketing and arrangements for Prospective Parents), and to plan 
for the year ahead. Colin and I were very pleased to be re-elected as Co-chairs, and Jo Francis who played a key role in 
meeting our Covid-19 Governance requirements, was elected as Vice-Chair.  We are very grateful to both Kam Johal 
and Dan Dures who will be chairing the School Improvement and Resources Committees respectively.  We will be 
updating our page on the school website in the next few weeks to show our roles and responsibilities for this year in 
full. 
  
We also held our first Resources Committee meeting of the year on 6th October, which included Health & Safety and 
the budget for the rest of this financial year.  The budget was reviewed to ensure that it will cover what is needed for 
this year, including the extra cost of educational recovery following the impact of Covid-19. 
  
Finally, we are excited to welcome two new Governors, subject to background and reference checks.  Kristine Jamoula 
was elected un-opposed in our recent Parent Governor election process, she has many years of experience in the 
nursery environment and a clear desire to make sure that every child has access to an excellent education in a caring 
environment.  Tom Jeffries has been elected as a Co-opted Governor, having run his own business for many years and 
now with some time on his hands we are sure he will be a valuable addition to the team.     
  
Wishing you all a relaxing and enjoyable half term! 
  
Bridgett & Colin (Co-Chairs of Governors) 
  
 



 

 


