
 

 

  

Sauncey Wood Primary Newsletter 
Friday, 18th September 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We hope you have enjoyed the lovely weather this week, 

it has been great to see so many of our children and 

classes outside and learning from things around them! 

Meet the Teacher events have been held this week and it 

has been wonderful to give you the opportunity to meet 

your child/rens new Teacher/s and share the 

expectations for the year ahead. 

I know that the past few weeks have been hard for all of 

us when it comes to understanding the guidance that we 

are all taking on board and learning about.  We will 

continue to do our absolute best for the Sauncey Wood 

community and will support you and the children as best 

as we can if we are faced with a situation relating to 

COVID.  Please do remember that we are all here for the 

same reason; the children. 

I am so very proud of all of the children who are back in 

school and felt it important to share the current 

attendance in each year group.  The school currently has 

an average attendance of 96%, which is very impressive 

in the current climate. 

Current attendance since the beginning of term: 

YR - 96% 
Y1 - 95% 
Y2 - 97% 
Y3 - 97% 
Y4 - 93% 
Y5 - 98% 
Y6 - 96%. 
 

Have a good weekend. 

Mr Lloyd 

 

School News 

Safety Outside of School 

Please can I remind all of our community the need for 

safe travel to and from school.  It has been brought to 

my attention by a number of the school team that there 

are children running across car park gates before and 

after school.   

Please can I also request that all adults driving to and 

from school, park safely and respectfully and be 

considerate of our local residents.  

There has also been a large, concerning number of 

reports of our Year 6 pupils crossing the road constantly 

looking at phones.  We always try to teach the children 

the need to be aware of their surroundings, especially 

when on their way to school.  Please can you remind 

your child that they need to pay 100% attention to their 

surroundings, in particular when crossing the road.  I do 

not want to have to stop the children bringing in their 

phones, but I would prefer to take that action as 

opposed to having to deal with a serious incident 

happening because of them… 

News from Me… 

I just wanted to let the school community know that  

Mrs Lloyd, Freddie and I are expecting a new addition to 

our little family. 

We are currently 24 weeks pregnant and have everything 

crossed to be able to welcome a little baby girl to our 

family in early January. 

Shocked would be an understatement, but through all 

the heartache there is always Hope. Hold on to that. 

Letters gone out this fortnight:  

09.09.20   HCC Public Health Service - 
                   Covid-19 Cases in Young People 
09.09.20   Maple Class Update 
09.09.20   Flu Vaccinations 
11.09.20   Year 6 Leavers Hoodies 
11.09.20   Jeans for Genes and Raspberry ‘Cavernoma’   
                   Awareness Day 
14.09.20   Recognising Coronavirus Symptoms 
16.09.20   Secondary School Open Evenings 2020 
 



 

Jeans for Genes and Raspberry Cavernoma Day 

Thank you so, so much for all of the amazing support that we have had for our Jeans for Genes Day and Raspberry  

‘Cavernoma’ Awareness Day 2020.  It was just so wonderful to see so many of our children come to school wearing their 

jeans and red shirts. As a community we always manage to come together and show amazing support for each other, 

raising awareness for vital causes and helping others around us.  In very challenging times that we continue to face, you 

never cease to amaze me in regard to your generosity and kindness to the charities that we support.  Thank you. 

Please do take the time to read about Ben.  Ben is a father of a child at our school and his story is just one of many who 

need our help and support.  Thank you to Ben for allowing us to help this year and for letting us share this story. 

https://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/st-albans-dad-raising-awareness-of-rare-brain-condition-1-6843086  

  

Governor Corner 

Welcome, in particular to the new families, to Sauncey Wood.  We hope your children have settled in well to their new classes 
and routines, and are enjoying the exciting school opportunities that Mr Lloyd and his team work so hard to provide.  This 
section of the newsletter is for the Governing Body to share information about our purpose, members and school 
activities.  As this is the start of a new school year, we thought it would be useful to remind you of what we do. 
  
The overall role of the Governing Body is to provide strategic leadership and accountability, e.g. to agree with the Senior 
Leadership Team the short, medium and long term objectives for the school and then ensure that these objectives can be, and 
are being, met. Our three key functions within this are to: 
  

 Oversee the financial performance of the school and make sure its money is well spent 
 Hold the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils 
 Ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction. 

  
We usually start the year with our Governors’ Day in school with children and staff in September but this year things are a 
little different and we will have to hold it, as best we can in October.  As normal, the Full Governing Body and the Resources 
and School Improvement Committees will each meet once per term and individual governors will, where possible, carry out 
visits to monitor different elements of the school, e.g. Safeguarding, Health & Safety, Staff Wellbeing, Curriculum, Finances.   
  
Like everyone else, we have had to change how we visit school and communicate with the staff, so some of our visits may be 
remote, but we will work as hard as ever throughout the year with Mr Lloyd and his team to ensure that the school is meeting 
the needs of all its pupils.  Please visit our page on the school website for more information about the Governing Body and 
individual members -  we will be looking for a new Parent Governor soon!  You are welcome to contact the Governors at any 
time, via the school office or email (bpymm@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk or cnoakes@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk). 
  
Colin Noakes & Bridgett Pymm (Co-Chairs of Governors) 
 

 

https://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/st-albans-dad-raising-awareness-of-rare-brain-condition-1-6843086
mailto:bpymm@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk
mailto:cnoakes@saunceywood.herts.sch.uk


 

FRIEND’S NEWS 

Dear lovely Sauncey Wood community, 

Welcome back to a new year, after the oddest of 6 months. We hope you and your family and friends remain well. 

As it’s a new school year, and we have new parents and carers joining us, as a school community we thought it best to 

introduce ourselves as the Co-chairs of the Friends (PTA); Katie Clark is mum to Florence in Yr 6 and Izzie in Yr 2, Sam Hitchen 

is mum to Bella in Yr 5 and Bex Tolson is mum to Scarlett also in Yr 5.  The three of us run the Chair together as we all live busy 

lives away from this role and many hands make light(er) work! 

 

The foreseeable future for us as a committee is going to be a step away from the norm events we would run - we are going to 

have to be creative in raising money for our lovely school.  Schools in general are super struggling for extra pennies (on 

average, running a 70k deficit if you want facts) for not just the cherry on the top purchases but for DAY TO DAY needs in the 

classroom for ALL our children.  The Friends contribution helps towards as much as we can, topping up swimming, pantomime 

trips, outdoor learning, IT in the classroom to name but a few.   

Without help this simply isn’t possible so this is where you come in! 

 

We need class reps for each year - this is simply so we can ask one member to ask for the help we need and rally the troops for 

individual class events! We have the following in place; 

Reception position need to be filled 

Year 1  Lindsey Malone 

Year 2  Clare Barnes 

Year 3  Gemma Day 

Year 4  position needs to be filled 

Year 5  Hannah Reeve and Clair Carr 

Year 6  Karen Boyce. 

 

If you want to stand down from this position, please help us by finding a replacement in your year group - the work is relatively 

slight but without it our work increases / doesn’t happen. 

So as we go into the ‘new normal’ we are thinking how do we raise these extra pennies?  We have thought of the following but 

would LOVE for you / your class to get involved and help us please; 

 Online quiz - we could do x3 of these in a year, the one over lockdown was MUCH fun and raised a significant amount 

 Halloween own clothes day and lucky bags (we need to limit own clothes days so these will be run as whole school 

events not class incentives) 

 Eco-friendly balloon race 

 Online donation - work out what you would like to donate to the school as a one off / monthly payment.  This is a 

thought as we won’t be able to raise money through our lovely fairs / discos / other events that raise us the most 

annually 

 Class events - up to each class to organise / run (percentage of profits back to that specific class - the more events you 

do the more money your class gets for a TREAT!) 

 Grants - we are constantly looking at this 

 Match funding - did you know the companies you work for match funding / have a funding pot to give away in 

schools?! We will send out a list in due course 

 Playground socially distanced sales - hot chocolate / cakes / doughnuts 

So that’s where we are, we definitely would love to hear any ideas YOU have and support our school in the best manner we 

can, remember the monies we raise affects our children on a daily basis so many hands and thoughts and successes in on this 

the better! 

 

Do get in touch through your reps or leave us a note at the office, thanks all and lovely to be back in the new normal. 

Katie, Sam and Bex xxx 

 


