
 

 

  

Sauncey Wood Primary Newsletter 
Friday, 15th November 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Someone told me the other day that it is now less than 6 

weeks until Christmas.  It honestly feels like it was just  

the Summer Holidays a few weeks ago.  The time seems 

to fly, especially when the children are busy at school 

and taking part in such fantastic learning experiences. 

We have seen a very busy two weeks since our return 

after Half Term and we have been ensuring that every 

child at Sauncey Wood is engaging in the best learning 

experiences and making memories whilst here.  It has 

been great seeing our youngest children braving the 

elements and going outside to undertake their learning 

through Forest Schools.  Yesterday, the children were 

painting with the potions that they had made.  I even 

saw some come back with ‘mud face paints’ all over their 

faces!  It is wonderful to see so many big smiles and 

them telling endless stories about it to their friends. 

We do have a saying here at Sauncey Wood that we do 

our very best to share with the children  - “There is no 

such thing as bad weather, only different kinds of good 

weather!” 

Please do keep an eye on the dates that are coming up 

soon.  Before we know it, it will be the run in to 

Christmas and as you know things often pick up pace.  

Please do keep an eye on your emails and check school 

bags for any letters! 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

Mr Lloyd 

 

School News 

Reception class parent survey for Hertfordshire County 

Council - ACTION / INFORMATION  

Information Transitions Survey Family Services 

Commissioning are looking at how parents/carers and 

their children found the transition into school. Please 

could you share the link below with your parents.  Do 

you have a child in reception or year 1? Hertfordshire 

County Council are consulting with parents/carers on 

how it was for parents and children starting school. 

Please take 5 minutes to complete the survey below. 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/V5N7F/  

Speeding and Parking Around the School Site 

Please can I remind you of the need to drive safely and 

responsibly around the school site.  I have had a number 

of reports of parents driving dangerously and well above 

the speed limit around the school, both before and after 

school time.  Please do take care driving on the roads 

closest to school.  I do not wish for anyone to be hurt by 

people not being sensible whilst driving.  In 2017 there 

were 5,816 children injured seriously by cars.  Nearly a 

quarter of those happened between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.  

Do not let any of our children become part of these 

upsetting figures. 

Photo orders 

As you are aware the school photos took place last week 

and the deadline for ordering photos is Tuesday, 19th 

November.   

 

Upcoming Dates 

19.11.2019 Year 2 Sharing Assembly 

25.11.2019 Parent Workshop – 
Communicating Effectively 

26.11.2019 Year 1 Sharing Assembly 

29.11.2019 Occasional Day – School Closed 

03.12.2019 Reception Sharing Assembly 

07.12.2019 Christmas Fair/Reindeer Run 

 

Letters gone out this fortnight:  

22.10.2019 - Year 6 Residential Trip in September 2020 

24.10.2019 - Year 3 Swimming Lessons (2nd Half Term) 

11.11.2019 - Christmas Dinner 

13.11.2019 - Sauncey Wood Film Night 

14.11.2019 – Pantomime Trip & Hot Dog Lunch 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/V5N7F/


 

FRIEND’S NEWS 

With so much happening, we thought a friendly reminder of dates would be useful. 

Thursday, 28th November - Please bring a bottle for the Christmas Fair bottle tombola - in return children get a 
mufti day! 

Saturday, 30th November we will be decorating the school from 1 p.m.  If you can spare an hour, please come and 
help. 

Sunday, 1st December is Sauncey Wood Christmas Fair and Reindeer Run 2 p.m. - 4.45 p.m.  All welcome from 12 
noon to help set up. Tickets will be on sale soon via Classlist. 

2.00 p.m. - Fair will be opened 
2.15 p.m. - Reindeer Run warm up 
2.30 p.m. - Reindeer Run 
4.30 p.m. - Raffle drawn 
4.45 p.m. - Close, head down to Batford light switch on (5 p.m.) and hear a performance from Sauncey Wood choir. 

Stalls include – Grotto, refreshments including alcohol, bacon butties and hotdogs, bottle tombola, chocolate 
tombola, crazy bags, craft stalls, glitter painting and more…. 

The Sauncey Wood children have been busy making games for the day too! 

Please come along and support us. All money raised goes to the school and every child will benefit. 

We have a rota but would love help packing up at the end. If you can, please spare 10 minutes to help. 

We have been really busy but can’t do this without you. Thank you for your continued support and we look forward 
to seeing you at the Christmas Fair. 

 

 

Governor Corner 

In the Autumn Term OFSTED introduced a new framework for school inspections. I know this sounds like a very 
dull subject, but it has a significant impact on teaching and learning and the way a school is assessed by OFSTED. 
While they had previously concentrated on learning and examination results for core subjects such as Maths, 
they are now also taking into account pupil’s progress and results in a much wider range of subjects such as 
History. 

Sauncey Wood has always delivered a balanced and diverse curriculum, but there were changes to be made 
which we planned in the Summer Term and have been implementing in the Autumn Term. Two weeks ago we 
had our first external review of our implementation progress and I am delighted to say the conclusion was we 
were very advanced and ahead of most schools. 

This fantastic progress has been achieved by the exceptional commitment of our teachers who generally believe, 
that for once, these National policy changes will deliver a better and more rounded education for pupils and a 
fairer assessment of a schools performance. The Governing Body is fully supportive of these changes and is 
providing support to the school wherever it can. 

Colin Noakes (Co-Chair) Sauncey Wood School Governing Body 

 



 
SCHOOL SPORT – CROSS COUNTRY – DISTRICT SPORTS; WE ARE COMING FOR YOU!!! 

 

Above are three of our Cross Country Runners. Sonny, Harry and Rebecca represented Y6 and performed so very well.   

Sonny worked tirelessly and came in a strong 56th place; Harry, who has made great progress with his running like Sonny, 

came in 13th; but the star of the day has to be Rebecca, who didn’t just do well she WON the Y6 girls category!  We are 

so, so proud of her for this amazing achievement, beating all other Y6 girls from the Harpenden Primary schools! 

AMAZING!   

We are immensely proud of all of the children who took part, including the Year 5 team including; Gabi - who finished 

36th, Aidee - who finished 9th, Alfie - who finished 19th, Ollie P - who finished 44th, Benji - who finished 47th and Sammy 

who finished 56th. 

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL  

The girls’ league has now come to an end and we are delighted with the amazing progress the team have made over the 

season, building on from last year.  This year we have played 13, Won 2, Drawn 7 and only lost 4.  The girls are now a 

team and work with the best co-operation and highest levels of determination and improved skills.   

We also took part in the Girls’ Football Tournament where we played 4, won 2 and drew 2, so we were in fact unbeaten 

in the tournament, sadly we did not go through because of goal difference.  Romilly, Amelie, and Rebecca have been our 

fabulous goal scorers this season! 

Our team - Izzy, Romilly, Rebecca, Amelie, Lydia, Grace, Florence, Freya, Gabi and Isabella. 

We are beyond  


