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Friday, 18th December 2020 

 We made it to the end of Autumn term - and then they hit us with Tier 3! 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Moving towards the end of term is always a good time to reflect on how things have been, but this is probably even 

more the case in our current pandemic context.  Evaluating what we have achieved as a school community, whilst 

recognising the level of the situation we are in, is essential for knowing how we can develop in the New Year. 

We have all been living through the strangest and most challenging time that most of us have ever known.  The 

world is a very different place to what it was just a year ago and the aspects that now consume us on a daily basis 

have changed dramatically.  If someone had told me last December that the majority of my work would be managing 

the medical situation for the entire school population, I would have dismissed this without a thought.   

Since September, we have had the vast majority of our children in school for the vast majority of the time which is 

evident from having a whole school attendance of over 97%.  Although it has pained us to close classes, which we 

have had to do more recently, we have done so for the right reason.  It can be difficult to accept when a class/bubble 

closes, especially when children are at home feeling well, but this is the outcome our actions are aiming to achieve.   

The limited cases we have seen have not led to outbreaks because we have acted swiftly and decisively, in line with 

our Risk Assessment.  Consequently, we have not had children taking the virus to their homes and to family 

members who could have become ill and then need hospital treatment.   

The staff have worked tirelessly to provide a consistent education for our children which provides a level of 

normality but we also know the reality is not yet ‘normal’ and our school, like others, remains a significant part of 

the community which has to be managed carefully to keep hundreds of people safe. 

Upon our return to school, it was wonderful to see children actually skipping into school with smiles on their faces, 

which I am still seeing EVERY morning!  Children being in school is essential for numerous reasons in relation to the 

personal and academic development for children but also to support the wider family.  Since the summer, our 

children have achieved in many ways.  They have returned with smiles on their faces and have grown in confidence; 

they have rekindled relationships with friends and staff; and they have begun to learn once more across a range of 

lessons.   

Despite a wide range of measures created to support safety, staff have managed to plan other activities in school 

such as Topic Themed Days, Halloween Sale, Children in Need event, NHS Fundraiser Day, Reception Class Nativity 

and Carols Around the Tree.  I have been so proud of how the whole staff team have been determined to support 

every child to engage positively with school and to allow them to simply be children; we have aimed to allow them  
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to focus on things that they should be thinking about as children rather than what we, as adults, must be responsible 

for.   

The support from you for what we have attempted to provide your children with, has been remarkable.  Not only 

have you encouraged your children to come to school, but you have engaged in our varied activities and given 

generously to others who are in the most need. 

After a very challenging first term for everyone, my hope is that families can have a Christmas which is safe and 

enjoyable, even if this is different to what would normally happen.   

Everyone deserves a period of time in which they can relax, have some quality time with the people they love and 

possibly eat a little too much whilst watching repeats of programmes and films seen too many times before.   

On behalf of the Sauncey Wood family, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and we 

look forward to seeing you all in January. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Lloyd 
Headteacher  
 
A message from our Governors 
 

This week we held our first School Improvement Committee meeting of the year.  However, we will report on that 

next term because for now we would just like to wish the whole school community a very Happy Christmas and best 

wishes for the New Year.  Thank you for all your support in difficult times and however you spend the holidays we 

hope that they will bring rest, time with loved ones in person or virtually, and an opportunity for some much-needed 

fun and laughter!  

We are incredibly proud of how the Sauncey Wood community has handled 2020, so much support has been shown 

– by the staff, to the staff, between the children and families - everyone has pulled together to play their part in 

giving the children the best school experience possible.  We would like to thank Mr Lloyd and Miss Harkness in 

particular for their dedication and leadership, and all the staff for supporting our children more than ever.  Huge 

thanks also to the Friends of Sauncey Wood team; to have kept fund-raising the way you have with new ideas and 

the same energy is inspirational, and has made a big difference both to FoSW finances and morale. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas, and we look forward to whatever 2021 throws our way! 

Colin & Bridgett 
Co-Chair of Governors 


