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Monday, 27th January 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It is with a heavy heart that I write to you today and have to inform you that after much consideration and 

deliberation, Mrs Burns will be leaving Sauncey Wood Primary School to return to her homelands near Rochdale. 

Mrs Burns has had to move quickly in making this decision, as it is a considerable life change for her and her family.  

Having spent over 30 years living in the South East, she has made a decision with her husband, to move back home. 

Mrs Burns has been a blessing to our school over the 6 years she has worked here, transforming the school’s Early 

Years and Foundation Stage.  Her work in our Reception class, over those years, has seen our school grow and her 

impact has been substantial, significantly positive and most importantly of all, FUN. 

She has brought smiles to the faces of the hundreds of children she has taught and has seen so many children grow 

and blossom here at Sauncey Wood.  She has played a huge pivotal part in the education of over 90% of the children 

we currently have in our school.  What an amazing thing to have done! 

She has embedded a sense of joy, wonder and curiosity in all of our children and I know that she will be hugely 

missed.  Having worked alongside her for the past 5 years I know this decision would have been a really tough one 

for her to make.  We will miss her dearly and wish her well in her new venture.  Moving back to where she is from 

originally will have its challenges I am sure, but I do not know anyone made of more resilient stuff than OUR            

Mrs Burns. 

Mrs Burns will be leaving Sauncey Wood on Friday, 14th February which is our last day of this half term.  Mrs Burns 

has requested that she would like to make her exit from Sauncey Wood as low key as possible, for the sake of the 

children and also the fact that she is feeling very emotional about leaving.   

I know she would love to speak to each and every one of the children and our community, so please do not pass her 

by without saying a few words.  The next couple of weeks are going to be a challenge for all of us but I wish for     

Mrs Burn’s request to be accepted and respected as we say our goodbyes. 

As a result of the move, I have been working hard behind the scenes to ensure that there is as little impact as 

possible on the school and most importantly our children.   

There will now be some changes that take place, in particular, lower down the school. Miss Harkness, who we all 

know, has a wealth of experience working in EYFS, will now take full time leadership of Reception class supported by 

Miss Atkinson and Miss Cunningham. Miss Harkness has already worked with our children and parents in YR and I 

know that this transition will be effective for all.   This will be in place for the second half of the Spring term, with a 

slight change for the Summer term with an experienced teacher coming in to work alongside Miss Harkness across  
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the week.  Miss Harkness will work Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday with our newly recruited teacher working 

Thursday and Friday. 

We have also been fortunate enough to recruit Mrs Wheatley who has been with us since before Christmas.          

Mrs Wheatley has been working in various classes and teaching children right across the school.  Mrs Wheatley is an 

experienced teacher who has previously taught across all classes in all Key stages.   

As Miss Harkness will be moving in to Reception to teach, we will be placing Mrs Wheatley into Year 2 as her 

replacement and she will work alongside Mrs Henderson who is our well established and highly experienced Year 2 

teacher. 

Year 2 will also continue to be supported by Miss Harkness when they are due to take their SATs which is in the 

Summer term.   

In Summary, Year 2 will be led by Mrs Henderson on Monday and Tuesday, and Mrs Wheatley leading them on 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Year 2 will continue to be supported every day by the fantastic Ms Joyner, who is 

our experienced Year 2 Teaching Assistant. 

I have absolute confidence in our team moving forward and, as you can imagine trying to ensure we have the best 

people teaching here at Sauncey Wood, is always a key priority for me as Headteacher.   

I have to ensure that each adult is best placed across the school to have the most positive impact on every child.   

A move like this, mid-year, normally causes significant upset and worry for both children and parents alike.  I hope 

that you can take comfort in the fact that I have been working non-stop to ensure that not one class is left without a 

teacher and a positive plan in place.  

In fact, I am confident to say that we can look at what has come about from this change as a positive move for 

Sauncey Wood.  We have excellent teachers, excellent children and excellent families that we work with each and 

every day, and this change will not affect that. 

I look forward to your continued support and would, as ever, be happy to talk to any parents that wish to discuss 

this, or any of our other plans further. 

 
 
Mr Lloyd 
Headteacher 


