
English Challenges 
 
Monday 29th June  
LO: To use semicolons to mark boundaries between independent clauses. 
You have now completed all the grammar 2Dos for Year 5 on Purple Mash so no grammar game 
today! You’ve been off school far too long!  
 
Today you will be revisiting the semi-colon. Use slides 2-6 of the Using Semi-colons and Colons 
PowerPoint (attached to this email) to explain and model the different uses of a semicolon.  

 Semicolons are used to link sentences that are closely related. 
E.g. The wood was silent and absolutely still; Little Red Riding Hood realised that she 
had not truly seen its beauty until now. 

 Semicolons can also be used to link one sentence to another closely related sentence 
that uses a conjunctive adverb. 
E.g. Little Red Riding Hood didn’t like the forest much; however, she did like visiting 
Grandma. 

 A semicolon can be used to separate items in a list (where the list also contains 
commas).  
E.g. We spoke to the main characters: Grandma, 81; Big Bad Wolf, 30; Little Red Riding 
Hood, 11; and Mr Woodcutter, 55. 

 
Now complete one of the challenges below (refer back to the PowerPoint to help you): 
 
Challenge 1: Write three of your own sentences which include semicolons to separate items in a 
list (where the list also contains commas). Use the example above to help you. Edit and improve 
your sentences (use Purple Polish). 
 
Challenge 2: Complete these sentences by using semicolons to separate items in a list (where 
the list also contains commas). TOP TIP: Refer to the example above to help you. 

 There are lots of characters in the story: 

 We spoke to the main characters: 

 The Big Bad Wolf can be recognised by:  
Edit and improve your sentences (use Purple Polish). 
 
Challenge 3: Add a semicolon and another closely related sentence (either with or without a 
conjunctive adverb). TOP TIP: Refer to the list of conjunctive adverbs: otherwise, therefore, 
moreover, nevertheless, thus, besides, accordingly, consequently, instead, hence 

 The wood was silent and absolutely still; 

 The wolf liked Little Red Riding Hood;  

 Little Red Riding Hood didn’t like the forest much; 
Edit and improve your work before you move on to the Next Step (use Purple Polish). 
Next step: Write your own sentence with a semicolon/semicolons. 
Further step (if you want to challenge yourself further): Look for examples of semicolons in 
use in your reading book. Record an example in your book and explain why the writer has 
included it. 
 
Tuesday 30th June 
LO: To understand what you read by checking that the book makes sense to you, 
discussing your understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context. 
Read the third chapter of ‘The Snatch’ which has been set up as a 2Do for you on Purple Mash. 
Remember: the words, which are underlined with a dotted line, can be clicked on for their 
definition.  
 
Next, complete the multiple-choice quiz on chapter three which has been set up as a 2Do for you 
on Purple Mash. If you want to challenge yourself further: Complete the 2Do, Dazed and 
Confused. When Majid came round after being attacked, he was a bit confused and 



disorientated. Imagine that you have just woken up after being attacked. Write about any pain or 
injuries you notice as you are coming round and describe your immediate surroundings. 
 
Wednesday 1st July 
LO: To read and analyse free verse poetry and discuss preferences. 
For the rest of the week, you will be studying the work of the poet, Michael Rosen (my favourite).  
 
Read the poem, For Naomi (see resources attached to this email, p1). Read it again but this time 
read it aloud to yourself with expression. Think about the form of the poem. How does the form of 
this poem differ from traditional ones? (Lack of: rhyme, fixed rhythm, punctuation). This type of 
poem is called: free verse (does not use regular rhythm or rhyme. It tends to follow the rhythm of 
natural speech).  
 
Now think about these questions, if possible, talk about the poem with an adult:   

 What does it tell the reader about Rosen as a man/as a poet/as a dad?  

 Why do you think he put ‘writes poems’ last?  

 How do you think Naomi might view her dad? Why?  

 What other embarrassing things do parents do? (I love asking this at school!)   
 
Again, if possible, do this with an adult. Read and enjoy a selection of Rosen’s poetry including 
(see resources):  

 I Know Someone Who Can (p2) 

 The Deal (p4-5) 

 Great Day (p7) 

 Sweetshop (p9) 
 

Decide which is your favourite poem from those you’ve read. Write an explanation (5-6 
sentences) of why you like it referring to: 

 the vocabulary used; 

 the subject matter; 

 the layout.  
 
Thursday 2nd July  
LO: To compare and contrast poems by one author. 
Read another of Michael Rosen’s poems aloud to yourself: The Torch (see resources attached to 
this email, p10-12). Then listen to Rosen reading it: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnrHpytIMRM  
Think about these questions, if possible, talk about the poem with an adult:   

 How does Michael Rosen make his performance of the poem engaging for the listener? 

 Whose point of view is the poem written from? 

 How do the child’s feelings change through the poem? 

 How did the child view his father by the end? 

 Has anyone been in a similar situation?  

Read another of Rosen’s poems, Don’t Tell Your Mother (see resources attached to this email, 
p13). The meaning of matzo bray and hinner schmaltz are explained at the bottom of the page, 
notice the link to his Jewish faith. You will be comparing this poem to The Torch. Write the title: 
‘Comparing Don’t Tell Your Mother and The Torch’ onto a piece of paper then divide it into two 
columns: Similarities/Differences (alternatively, use p16 of the resources attached). Complete 
your comparison chart. Use the Steps to Success to help you: 

Steps to Success: 

 Read the poems carefully. 

 Compare and contrast by thinking about what is similar and what is different.  

 TOP TIPS: Think about: the theme of each poem; whose point of view is the poem 
written from; how the poem is organised. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnrHpytIMRM


 
If you want to challenge yourself further: Think of a time you’ve been in a similar situation to 
Rosen in the poem, The Torch. Start writing your own poem in a similar style about your own 
experience. 
 
Friday 3rd July 
LO: To recite a poem by heart. 
Which of Rosen’s poems have you enjoyed most this week? Why? Would you like to read/hear 
more? Why? 
 
Today you will be choosing one of Rosen’s poems (read this week) to learn then recite by heart 
in the same style as Rosen himself! At school, you would’ve done this in a small group so if you 
want to involve any of your family members, that would be great! If you’re doing it on your own, 
you might just focus on part of the poem rather than the whole thing.  
 
Watch another clip of Rosen performing one of his poems: Chocolate Cake (my favourite). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BxQLITdOOc (You may only want to watch part of it as it’s 
over 7 mins long!) How does Michael Rosen make his performance of the poem engaging for the 
listener? The Steps to Success below are Rosen’s performance tips: 
Steps to Success: 
When rehearsing and performing, pay attention to: 

 Voice projection: speaking at a good volume so everyone can hear 

 Articulation: speaking clearly so all words can be understood 

 Timing and rhythm: emphasising the rhythm of the lines, respecting punctuation, not 
reading too quickly 

 Mood: varying tone of voice, volume etc to suit happy/sad bits of a poem 

 Facial expression: using expressions to suit different parts of the poem 

 Gesture: emphasising or echoing the meaning of the poem with hand gestures 
 
Either working independently or with family members (if possible): Choose one of Rosen’s 
poems (read this week) to learn by heart then recite in the same style as the poet himself! 
 
If you want to film your performance to share with me, I would love to see it!  
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BxQLITdOOc

