
Science – 5th March 2021



https://www.twinkl.co.uk/


Innovating the Future

The theme for British Science Week 2021 is ‘Innovating the Future’.
This theme encourages us to think about the incredible inventions that 
people have made in the past which can inspire young people everywhere 
to innovate for the future!

Let’s think.

What does the word ‘innovation’ mean?

An innovation is a new idea, method or way of doing something.

What is an invention?

An invention is something that has never been made before.



Inventions That Changed the World

Modern life is full of inventions that have changed how we live.

The television

John Logie Baird invented 
the first television in 1924. 
Televisions first went on 

sale in the late 1920s. They 
showed video in black and 

white only.

At first, the televisions 
couldn’t send moving 
pictures of humans so 

ventriloquist’s dummies 
were used instead!



The motor vehicle (car)
The first ever petrol-powered ‘car’ was created in 
1885 by Karl Benz in Germany. Its maximum 
speed was 6mph which is not much faster than a 
quick walking pace. 

Inventions That Changed the World

Modern life is full of inventions that have changed how we live.

The mobile phone
The world’s first mobile phone call was 
made on 3rd April, 1973, by Martin Cooper, 
an engineer at Motorola. It weighed 1.1kg –
about the same as two loaves of bread.



One Person or a Team?

Many inventions in the past were made by one person. 

Sometimes, just one person will notice something that will change the 
world for millions more. 

For example, when George De Mestral
was walking through the countryside 
one day, he noticed that some seeds 
seemed to ‘stick’ to his clothing. 

He remembered this, went home and 
used this idea to create ‘Velcro’.



Skills to Be an Inventor

Some inventions happen by accident or through good luck.
Some happen with lots of people working together over a long time.

Let’s think.

What skills do you think you might need to be an inventor?

curiosity cooperationperseverance

Can you think of anymore?

Resourcefulness Reflection



Can Children Be Inventors?
Here are some young inventors who 
saw a need and had a go at making 
something to help!

11-year-old Cassidy Goldstein was fed up with trying to draw 
pictures with broken crayons. The pieces were too small to 
hold onto so she found a plastic tube at home and put the 
crayon stubs inside.
Her crayon holders are now sold in many toy shops.

Yes! It isn’t just adults who invent



Can Children Be Inventors?

Yes! It isn’t just adults who invent
Here are some young inventors who 
saw a need and had a go at making 
something to help!

16-year-old Boyan Slat went diving on holiday in Greece in 2011. 
Sadly, he saw more plastic than fish so he decided to do something 
about it.

He went home and designed a floating barrier that would catch the 
plastic on the surface of the sea.

His company, The Ocean Cleanup, now has more 
than 90 people working to remove plastic from 
the world’s oceans.



Over to You!



Activity!
Your challenge is to create the most lifelike insect!

The Challenge

• To ‘create’ an insect using 4 sheets of plain or coloured A4 paper only 
(from your recycling bin/crate if possible)
• Complete independently at home
• Children can use scissors and their engineering skills to create their 
insects – research different types of insects, their colours, camouflage, 
wings, legs etc.
• No glue, sticky tape, staples or paper clips to be used
• Take no longer than an hour, including practising techniques
• Recycle your insect at the end of the competition

• Please email photos to your teacher by Monday 8th March.

There will be class winners and then overall winners picked from FS/KS1 
and from KS2.


