
Art Knowledge Organiser:		

 

	
Self portrait – Rousseau saw 
himself as a very important 
artist. 

	

Henri Rousseau (1844 – 1910) was a French primitive artist. He 
began painting seriously in his early forties and by age 49, he 
retired from his work as a custom’s officer to begin painting full 
time. Today, many of Rousseau’s paintings hang in famous 
galleries around the world. 

He painted many works 
of art set in the tropical 
rainforest. His most 
recognised painting is 
“Tiger in a Tropical 
Storm – (Surprised!)” 
can be seen in the 
National Gallery in 
London.  

Key Vocabulary 
Primitive/naïve 
art 

Early art style, linking back to the 14th and 15th centuries which is very 
simple and expressive. Usually refers to artists who have had no 
formal art training. 

Tone Used to describe how dark or light something is, or how warm or 
cold, bright or dull  

Shadow Dark area where light is blocked by an object 
Highlights Parts of the object where light is the strongest 
Tint Where an artist adds white to a colour to create a lighter version eg 

pink is a tint created by adding white to red 
Shade Where an artist adds black to a colour to darken it down 
Foreground The part of a view that is nearest to the observer, especially in a 

picture or photograph. Generally the first third from the bottom of the 
picture. Things appear larger, the closer they are to the observer. 

Mid-ground The point between foreground and background in an image. 
Generally, the middle third from the bottom of the picture. 

Background The part of a picture, scene, or design that forms a setting for the 
main figures or objects, or appears furthest from the viewer. 
Generally, the top third of a picture. 

Observational 
drawing 

Drawing something from real life. Looking carefully and drawing what 
is in front of you. 

 

	

However, Rousseau didn’t visit the rainforest to paint the animals, as 
he claimed.  Instead, he copied from books, plants he had at home 
and visited the greenhouses at the botanic gardens in Paris. Nor were 
his animals true to life – he drew from imagination to create his own 
versions!  

	

	

Useful Websites: 
https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=0DSCLk
hE4xw   
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk
/teach/class-clips-
video/art-and-design-
ks2-henri-rousseaus-
surprised/zrdyd6f 
 
 


