
Welcome to Year 1 
A meeting to get to know the teaching team and 

learn about life in Year 1 



Meet the team

Teachers: Miss Photiades                          
& Mrs Thompson (trainee teacher)

Teaching Assistants: Mr Contato,

Mrs Cunningham, Mrs Thomas, 

Mrs Isaacs and Mrs Bresler.

PPA cover arrangements: 

Mr Contato (Thursday pm)



Our Recovery Curriculum

- Five Levers

Bringing these together will help to lever the children back into a position 

of being efficient and effective learners.



Sauncey Wood Levers

A little more about the first 2 levers, which will be the forefront of our teaching at Sauncey Wood

• Relationships (lever 1) have been at the forefront of the school’s practice, values, ethos and culture 

both  before and during the pandemic. The way in which the children have returned to school so 

joyfully is a real  testament to the great job that teachers have done in maintaining these 

relationships even though they haven’t  been able to see their classes face to face. We recognise this 

will not be the case for every child and plan to  keep relationships at the fore of all we do, ensuring 

they are invested in and where necessary, restored.

• Community (lever 2) is undeniably strong in Batford, and there have been countless examples of this  

especially through the experience of the pandemic. We recognise that our curriculum needs to be 

based on  our community to really link to the lives our children live. There is now a need more than 

ever for us to recognise and  listen to what has happened in the immediate past, the events of the 

previous weeks and months. have felt helpless,  there have emerged many stories of hope.



How else do we support learning 

and well being
• Autumn Term will also focus on:

• Resilience and Positivity ( I can’t do it YET! )

• Understanding emotions

• Listening skills

• Building independence

• Empowering curiosity

• Enriching vocabulary

• Cultural capital – getting to know the skills,  knowledge and

experiences of our children. 

• Learning Powers:

• Perseverance

• Cooperation

• Reflective

• Resourceful 

• Curiosity



Behaviour for learning 

 The three rights of the Sauncey Wood community

To be respected, to learn, to be safe and feel included

 Positive behaviour is key. 

 A copy of the school behaviour policy is available on the 
school website – this has been updated to be much more 
therapeutic and continuing to ensure that we put children first 
at all times. 

 Please support the school’s approach to limiting screen time 
(especially before bed time – leave devices downstairs) and 
supervising children appropriately when they are using 
technology (in-line with the guidance we provide for families). 



Key Messages

 High expectations lead to progress.  

 Attendance Target: 97% for the year for EVERY pupil

 Developing a ‘growth mindset’ by encouraging good mistakes. 
Encouraging good behaviours for learning (perseverance, managing 
distractions, motivation, resilience and positivity) needs to be a team 
effort.

 Supporting our children to be organised and independent.

 Respectful communication with all staff.  

 Keeping safe at school – regular, thorough washing of hands , ‘Catch it, 
bin it kill it’ ,  sanitiser , social distancing , cleaning equipment, staying 
in our bubbles. Please help us by reinforcing this at home.



Curriculum Overview 
 Continuing on from reception to provide as smooth a transition as 

possible.

 Keeping familiar routines from reception - Child Initiated Learning 
(ChIL) ie learning through play, short whole class teaching sessions 
followed by small, teacher led group activities.

 Depending on the needs of the class following lockdown, 
expectations will slowly rise and there will be changes to the 
timetable - increased whole class learning, reduced ChIL time – less 
play.  More tables for working at, less space to play.

 An outline of the skills covered in English and Maths are available 
on Chestnut page on our website. Have a look at the Knowledge 
Organisers to get an overview of our topics.

 Writing non-negotiables for Year 1 – our 123 – capital letters, finger 
spaces, full stops.

 Purple polishing – this will be introduced as we get more into a 
structured year 1 curriculum. 

 Consistent application across all learning areas = successful learner. 



Physical Education

 Currently: Tuesday and Wednesday

 PE Kit – Please name everything clearly! 

 Daily Mile 

 We will try and do as much PE outside as we 
possibly can so please provide warm clothes     
eg a tracksuit - and trainers if possible!

 Please try to remember to remove earrings on 
PE days.  

Physical Education is an essential part of the 
curriculum and necessary for a healthy life style. 



Home-Learning
 Reading with your child is a must.  5 to 10 minutes a day is a minimum.  

Reading impacts on every subject so please make this a priority.  Read stories to 
them as well as listen to them read.  Talk to your child about the pictures and what 
they have read.  Ask questions, make predictions, describe characters and settings 
– to make sure they are understanding as well as developing fluency and pace.       
It is not a race to move up through the book bands.                                                      
Be a role model. Foster a love of books. 

 Regular practice of tricky words and phonics. I will start to give children a set of 
words they are working on so you can practice them at home.  I will put them on a 
treasury tag on their reading records.   The more you practice at home, the quicker 
they will master these common exception (tricky) words and become fluent 
readers.

 Please encourage the correct letter and number formation. We will start to 
introduce cursive letter formation after Christmas. 

 Regular practice of number facts to 10 then to 20 – number bonds, doubles and 
halves to help accelerate progress in maths. 

 Take your Pick menu.  Aim to complete 6 tasks over this half term. Please keep 
books at home and return them the week before half term.  Feel free to decorate 
the front cover of your pink books but it will help us if you can leave the name 
clearly visible - top right corner.

 As always, try to provide rich life experiences for your child.  This will help to 
develop a broad vocabulary as well as speech, language and communication. 



Safety Online
See the e-safety page of our 
school website for more 
details.

Staying safe at home is the 
responsibility of parents.  

Please monitor what your 
child does online and 
encourage them to talk to 
you about things that may 
make them feel unsafe.



Routines
 Please ensure your child comes to school ready for the day ahead.

 A good nights sleep and a healthy breakfast will get them off to a flying start.

 Home readers should be read at home every day and signed by you with the pages read 
and an encouraging comment.  Please make sure they are at school every day.  We try to 
hear the children read their home readers at school but please note - we hear the children 
read in weekly guided reading sessions.

 Please bring clean, named water bottles and PE kits to school every Monday and we will 
return them for washing every Friday.  

 We are trying to keep the things brought to  and from school to a minimum so no pencil 
cases or show and tell items please.

 We have set up a mini library in the classroom so your child will be able to choose a book to 
share with you at home.  Once you have enjoyed reading it together, please return it to 
school so the children will be able to change it. 

 Snack is provided daily so no need to bring anything additional from home.

 Milk – if your child is not entitled to free milk, please ask the office if you would like to pay 
for your child to have milk.

 An old pair of wellies and a few pairs of spare socks would be helpful as we hope to get 
outside to learn as much as possible and it will save on muddy shoes and soggy feet! 

 If it is hot and sunny – remember sunhats please (named!)

 Tissues – we are always in need and running short! Donations very welcome – please leave 
them at the office!

 If you have any old/unwanted school uniform, socks or pants we would love to have them –
please leave them in the school office



Any Questions?

 If you need to speak to me, please try and catch me at 
the end of the day or make an appointment at the 
office.

 We are very much looking forward to a successful,      
fun-filled year with your children.

 Thank you 

 HAVE FUN TOGETHER & STAY SAFE 


