
Welcome to Year 4 
A meeting to get to know the teaching team and learn about 

life in Year 4 



Meet the team

Teacher: Ms Donnelly

Teaching Assistants: 

Mrs Edge (Mon-Wed)

Mrs Thomas (Thurs-Fri)

PPA cover arrangements: 

Mr Contato (Fri pm)



Curriculum Overview 



Curriculum Overview 

• Writing non-negotiables. 

• Cursive handwriting, correct letter joins, full 
stops, capital letters, ruler for straight lines

• Consistent application across all learning areas 
= successful learner. 



Our Recovery Curriculum

Fiver Leavers

Bringing these together will help to lever the children back into a position 

of being efficient and effective learners.



HOW?

CURRICULUM
Keen to follow the 5 levers set out by Barry Carpenter, we feel that a real focus on ‘Community’ would benefit  our 

children right now.

• Relationships (lever 1) have been at the forefront of the school’s practice, values, ethos and culture both  before 

and during the pandemic. The way in which the children have returned to school so joyfully is a real  testament to 

the great job that teachers have done in maintaining these relationships even though they haven’t  been able to 

see their classes face to face. We recognise this will not be the case for every child and plan to  keep relationships 

at the fore of all we do, ensuring they are invested in and where necessary, restored.

• Community (lever 2) is undeniably strong in Batford, and there have been countless examples of this  especially 

through the experience of the pandemic. We recognise that our curriculum needs to be based on  our community to 

really link to the lives our children live. There is now a need more than ever for us to recognise and  listen to what 

has happened in the immediate past, the events of the previous weeks and months. We have received countless 

stories and examples of community spirit and at a time when many may have felt helpless,  there have emerged many 

stories of hope.



HOW?

CURRICULUM
• Data capture at the end of spring term, We know where children are!

• Books will be started fresh.  WE ALL need to move on from the Pandemic and not remind 

children of where they were at 

• It is about where we are now and what we are going to do to help them learn and make 

progress. 

• Our curriculum will be recovered through co-construction with the children and classeswill

have a personalised response, whilst embedding whole school elements.

• Formative assessment strategies will be key to unpick what the children know and can do, then  

use this to plan. Assess-plan-do-review cycle.

• Quality First Teaching within the classroom - well planned sequences of lessons, differentiation,

feedback, assessment.

• We will preserve and encourage the elements of learning that spark joy, ensuring there is  

enrichment. This must take into account children’s cultural capital.



WHAT NEXT?

• Autumn Term will also focus on:

• Autumn 1 – focus on Resilience and Positivity

• How the brain works and understanding emotions

• Listening

• Curiosity

• Vocabulary

• Philosophy for Children

• Cultural capital of individuals and groups of children (skills,  

knowledge and experiences)



Home-Learning
 Independent reading as well as reading with your child is a must –

10 minutes a day is a minimum. 

 Regular practice of number bonds and  times tables to help 
accelerate progress in maths. Y4 TT test may be introduced this 
year.

 Regular practice of class spelling lists and words & using joined 
handwriting. 

 Take Your Pick menu has been attached with your child’s Learning 
Log. Books are to be returned at the end of the half term and work 
is to be shared via Purple Mash email in the interim. 

 Life experiences to develop speech, language and communication. 

 https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-
youre-11--activity-list

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--activity-list




Physical Education
 Tuesdays and Thursdays.

 Kit to be in school every week.

 Trainers, black shorts, white t-shirt, joggers, sweatshirt.

 Hair to be tied back.

 No jewellery/watches. Earrings must be removed or 
covered (please ensure your child has tape and can put it 
on themselves).

 Daily Mile will take place daily wherever possible, at 
different times in the day.

Physical Education is an essential part of the curriculum and 
necessary for a healthy life style. We will endeavour to do 
P.E. outdoors wherever possible to limit risks of close 
contact.



Diary Dates

 Parents consultation evenings: 20th-21st

October

 Celebration Assemblies: Most Fridays , via 
Zoom



Behaviour for learning 

 The three rights of the Sauncey Wood community

 Right to learn. Right to respect. Right to feel safe and included

 Positive behaviour is key. 

 A copy of the school behaviour policy is available on the school website 
– this has been updated to be much more therapeutic and ensures that 
we put children first at all times. 

 Please support the school’s approach to limiting screen time (especially 
before bed time – leave devices downstairs) and supervising children 
appropriately when they are using technology (in-line with the 
guidance we provide for families). 

 We encourage independence from our year 4 learners, and feel this 
empowers them to take ownership of their learning.



Key Messages

 High expectations lead to progress.  

 Attendance Target: 97% for the year for EVERY pupil

 Developing a ‘growth mindset’ by encouraging good mistakes. 
Encouraging good behaviours for learning (perseverance, managing 
distractions, motivation, positivity) needs to be a team effort.

 Uniform

 Supporting our children to be organised and independent.

 Respectful communication with all staff. To contact me, please email or 
phone the office to leave a message, and I will get in touch as soon as is 
possible.



Safety Online

See e-safety page of our

School website.

Staying safe at home is parents

Responsibility.  Please do 

Monitor what your child/ren

does online 



Routines



Any Questions?

We are very much looking 
forward to a successful year 
with your children.


